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It is with great pride that Dark Spring Press announces our 
second publication, Staging Pictures: Early Polaroids by 
Robert Stivers, drawing attention to a previously unseen 
body of work that constitutes the artist’s working practice 
and documents the development of many of the themes and 
subjects for which he is so well known. Robert Stivers is an 
internationally recognized artist and has been published to 
great acclaim, beginning with Robert Stivers: Photographs, 
published in 1997 by Arena Editions to his most recent 
publication, The Art of Ruin, published by Twin Palms 
Publishers in 2015. This is Stivers sixth book to date. "Stivers 
is an unabashed romantic in his artistic vision. He uses light, 
shadow, tone, and texture to create a visual tension to 

permeate his images with an air of mystery. As in so much provocative art, Stivers' photographs put 
forward questions rather than provide answers.” - Robert Flynn Johnson. Staging Pictures: Early 
Polaroids by Robert Stivers may be purchased on our website www.darkspringpress.com  
 

About the book 
 

o Staging Pictures: Early Polaroids by Robert Stivers 
o First edition 
o Foreword by Robert Flynn Johnson, Curator Emeritus, Achenbach Foundation for 

Graphic Arts, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
o Linen hardcover with dust jacket 
o Foil stamping on cover, back and spine 
o 9.25 inches x 8.25 inches 
o 76 pages 
o 40 full-color images, with a thumbnail index in back of book 
o Offset lithography by Arizona Lithographers 
o Binding by Roswell Bookbinders 
o © 2017 Robert Stivers and Dark Spring Press, Tucson, Arizona 
o All images © Robert Stivers; All Rights Reserved  
o Limited edition of 450 copies, each signed and numbered by the artist 
o Trade Edition (425 copies): $65.00 
o Deluxe Collector’s Edition, including the book with one unique Polaroid and one hand-

printed gelatin silver photograph, both signed verso by the artist, presented in a custom 
archival box by Jace Graf of Cloverleaf Studio, Austin, Texas (25 copies): $1,150.00 

o ISBN: 978-0-9993408-1-3 
 



 

 
 
 
 

About Robert Stivers 
 
Robert Stivers began his artistic life as a dancer. After discovering a talent and passion for 
photography he transitioned to being a full-time photographer in the 1980's. Since that time Robert 
has forged an illustrious career and produced a highly distinctive and profound body of work. He 
has been celebrated and admired for both the captivating nature of his imagery and his innovative 
and experimental darkroom technique. The New Yorker described Robert's work as "ghostly black 
and white images whose theatricality smartly complements their mystery." Robert's work has been 
exhibited internationally, with solo shows in Los Angeles, New York, Paris and Beijing. His 
photographs can be found in the world’s most prestigious collections, including those of The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The J. Paul Getty Museum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France in Paris and the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 
 
 

About the photographs 
 
Staging Pictures: Early Polaroids by Robert Stivers focuses on Stivers’s working Polaroid prints, shot 
with a Hasselblad camera for instant proofing of lighting and composition of his subjects – including 
both models and still lifes, usually in a controlled studio setting. These previously unseen images, 
photographed in the 1980’s and 90’s, were used as working prints and then long hidden away in the 
artist’s archives. Stivers hand-worked the surfaces of these Polaroids using various materials to 
scratch, color, burn, and collage them, inspiring him to create his finished exhibition photographs. 
The early Polaroids lend insight into the working process of the photographer and reveal early 
glimpses of the subjects that inspired Stivers throughout his 30-year career.  
 
 

Events 
 
Photo-Eye Gallery and Bookstore located in Santa Fe, New Mexico is planning a book signing for 
late April 2018. Robert Stivers will be present to sign books and greet the public; dates to be 
announced.   Contact Photo-Eye Bookstore: 1300 Rufina Circle, Suite A3, Santa Fe, NM 87507 USA.  
For inquiries, phone 505.988.5152 or 800.227.6941. www.photoeye.com/bookstore/ 
 
 
 
 
 

   

   


